December 7, 2011

Dear Senator/Representative [name]:

I am writing to ask that you end budget cuts to state Community Colleges. More specifically, I am concerned that state budget cuts have already hurt the North Seattle Community College (NSCC) Parent Education Program. I am a parent of a child in the NSCC Co-operative Pre-school program, and some of our 13 pre-schools have been forced to close this year due to state funding cuts to the Community Colleges.
I think it is important for Washington State to support co-operative preschools because we are parents taking an active role in raising our children. 

If you are unfamiliar with Parent Preschool Co-ops, these are schools run by parents and teachers together as part of Parent Education programs providing parent education, support systems and program guidance from the Community Colleges. We take on jobs in the school to help it run efficiently and effectively. We are guided by Parent Educators on how to raise healthy, happy children. We create strong community relationships with other parents of small children, which is especially important during these trying economic times.

Our program is also particularly important for families who may be affected by recent lay-offs or are financially burdened by the economic downturn. NSCC Co-ops raise funds to provide financial aid to families who qualify. In recent years, the demand for scholarships has greatly increased and our NSCC Parent Advisory Council has been giving out over $30,000 in scholarships to low-income families. 

For some families, this is their only choice for pre-school. The research is clear that participating in effective early childhood education programs, significantly impacts school readiness, which saves the state much in the long run. We can save future tax dollars that might have to be spent on remedial education and criminal justice, for example, when children are given support and guidance on how to be productive citizens.

While I understand that during these tough times, everyone needs to find a way to sacrifice. However, I don’t believe we can sacrifice programs that support parents pro-actively raising their children and strengthening their communities. 

I urge you to look at some equitable ways of raising revenues instead. Please support funding to keep Parent Education programs thriving at Community Colleges. 

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
 
[name]
Parent of [kids names and ages] (optional)
North Seattle Community College Co-operative Pre-school
[preschool name]
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